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past generations, it has bound men together in
their use of what we ironically call labor saving
devices; devices which have not saved labor in
the interest of labor.

Out of this close association of men in indus-
try have grown our national and international
business corporations and our national and in-
ternational labor unions. These corporations
and unions are transforming local and provin-
cial relations into cosmopolitan acquaintance-
ship. The recognized value of the acquaintance
is in the extension of knowledge of people
through their use and wont of material things,
of the ways and means of life outside limited
and personal areas. The acquaintanceship does
not imply friendship or sympathy or under-
standing among men or nations, it does not
necessarily result in wisdom, and to date, it
does not result in a larger social spirit. The
acquaintanceship is based not on mutuality of
interest, but rather on rivalry and misinterpre-
tations.

While our institutional life is an acknowledg-
ment that interdependence is a necessary factor
in modern wealth production, we still measure
the strength of a man, or a society, or a nation,
and say of all that they are strong or weak as